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Remember how simple life was this time last year? Back in those 
unenlightened times, we all thought horse meat existed only in dog food, 
politicians had learnt lessons from their expenses foibles and a certain 
buxom TV chef was as innocent as an over-priced smoothie.
Much to the surprise of the national press pack, last year also taught us that 
winter months bring with them awful winter weather. Funny that.
Who knows what revelations await us this year? No doubt we will learn 
that most Romanians and Bulgarians are actually lovely people who aren’t 
plotting to steal our jobs, as predicted by tabloid scaremongers.
Maybe we’ll also be reminded that England’s footballers have more chance 
of joining Mensa than lifting the World Cup. And surely there’ll be 
numerous celebrity meltdowns to fill our chip wrappers in the year ahead.
Here in Newcastle, though, what is certain is that 2014’s events calendar is 
creaking under the sheer weight of quality cultural happenings.
And, as you’ll see from this issue’s listings, January gets the year off to a 
cracking start. 
So what are you waiting for? Get out there and make 2014 a year to 
remember.
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NEWS

THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS HAVE BEEN PUT AWAY FOR ANOTHER 
YEAR AND THE STRAINS OF AULD LANG SYNE HAVE FADED, BUT 
THERE’S STILL PLENTY TO GET EXCITED ABOUT AS WE ENTER 2014

PIZZA GOES SCI-FI 
Visitors to the Herb Garden on 
Westgate Road could be forgiven 
for confusing one of the restaurant’s 
most striking features with a 
modern art installation. However, 
the intriguing glass containers are, 
in fact, one of the recently-opened 
pizza kitchen’s unique selling points 
… a hydroponic system. Still 
confused? We were too until owner 
Richard Marks explained the 
system is used to grow herbs and 
salads on the premises without soil.
He said: “No other restaurant in the 
world has a system quite like this 
because I designed it myself.
“Customers love it and it has 
become a real talking point. And, of 
course, it means we have a reliable 
supply of excellent produce.”

ART-FELT GESTURES 
Works by master landscape painters 
including JMW Turner and John 
Constable are coming to NE1, the 
Laing Art Gallery has announced. 
In the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries such brush-wielding 
luminaries took their canvases 
outdoors and began drawing and 
painting landscapes in the open air, 
instead of in their studios. Turner 
and Constable: Sketching from 
Nature brings together more than 
60 works by Turner, Constable and 
their contemporaries, showing the 
different techniques each artist used 
to capture views of the landscapes 
of the time, both in Britain and 
abroad. The exhibition’s in town 
from 1 March until the end  
of June.  

VENUE’S NEW LOOK
The Assembly Rooms – that 
grand old venue which looks like 
it’s been plucked from a Roman 
piazza  – is getting a makeover to 
boost its wining and dining 
credentials. The 237-year-old 
building’s lower ballroom, 
Sovereign Suite and cobbled 
exterior entrance courtyard are to 
be transformed into a restaurant, 
entertainment lounge, VIP club 
and alfresco dining area offering 
unrestricted day-to-night 
admission to the public. Bonbar  
is the name of the new ‘venue 
within a venue’ which will open 
in March. 

TV CHEF’S CITY DATE 
Assuming all goes pukka behind the 
scenes at its prime Monument Mall 
spot, Jamie Oliver’s Newcastle 
restaurant is now just a few weeks 
away from opening. Jamie’s Italian, 
which promises accessible, affordable 
and rustic dining, is slated for opening 
sometime in February. Lovely jubbly.  

Stomping down Pilgrim Street 
to Metro Radio HQ each 

morning, I seldom 
loiter to look 

through the 
windows 
of the 
numerous 
shops, bars 
and eating 
places not 

yet open. Last 
week, however,  

 I was stopped in 
my tracks by the exciting gig 
listings poster outside Hoochie 
Coochie – The Baghdaddies 
are back!
Having heard curious things 
about this group from a friend 
early last year, I was instantly 
keen to learn more. While The 
Baghdaddies’ name suggests 
they might originate from  
the exotic Middle East, in fact 
the band hails from right here 
in Newcastle. 
Their music seems to have no 
definitive origin, with strong 
Balkan influences mingling 
with Caribbean beats and 
gypsy folk rhythms, creating 
an exuberant smorgasbord 
of sound. Amidst the eclectic 
instrumentation (including 
a trombone, flugal horn, 
marching drum and a sax) 
don’t forget to listen out for 
the native Geordie lyrics which 
never fail to make me giggle.
Having missed out on catching 
The Baghdaddies live at one 
of their Cumberland Arms or 
Boiler Shop Steamer gigs in 
2013, I’m itching to get groovy 
this time over at Hoochie 
Coochie. The Balkan brass 
band promises an infectious 
party vibe; guaranteed to get 
those in the room on their feet!

Friday 17th January 2014, 
Hoochie Coochie, 7:00pm, 
Tickets £5.

tu      n
The best of the local gigs scene, with 
Metro Radio’s Zoe Addison

BIKE SHOP MOVES ON  
Anyone keen to visit the pop-up 
Mango Bikes shop in Fenwick 
department store better get in the 
saddle quickly. For the retailer, which 
offers cycling enthusiasts the chance to 
pick from millions of colour 
combinations on two wheels, will 
soon be rolling off to pastures new. 
The shop, which pedals fashionable 
and affordable bikes, is in town until 
the end of the month. 

ALE AND ARTY  
An unlikely partnership between 
the BALTIC art gallery and beer 
expert and blogger Andrew 
Mitchell has been formed ahead of 
a special event to get your tastebuds 
jumping. He’ll guide you through 
six, hand-picked beers from 
Anarchy BrewCo, Tyne Bank and 
Allendale breweries. From medium 
bitters to mocha milk stouts and 
raspberry sours, each beer will be 
teamed with tasty hot and cold 
bites resulting in a festival of 
flavours. The Beer & Bites event 
takes place on Sunday 2 February.

A HIT? OH YES IT IS! 
The Jack and the Beanstalk panto 
currently showing at the Theatre 
Royal has broken all previous 
records to become the most 
successful pantomime in the 
theatre’s 176-year history, new sales 
figures show. What’s more, over 
36,000 tickets have already been 
sold for next January’s Snow White 
show – so act fast if you want to 
catch sleepy, grumpy and chums.

THE OUTLOOK’S BRIDE!
BBC TV weather 
presenter Hannah 
Bayman will be 
forecasting her 
own wedding 
plans at the 
region’s biggest 
show for brides at 
Metro Radio Arena on January 25-26. 
Hannah, who is set to marry in June 
2014, will be sharing her wedding day 
plans with fiancé Charlie at the North 
East Wedding Show, which will 
feature hundreds of wedding experts 
and fashion shows. 
Brides-to-be will also get the chance 
to win their dream wedding at 
Doxford Hall Hotel and Spa. 
Advanced tickets to the show are 
priced at £7 and must be booked  
by midnight on January 24 or tickets 
on the door cost £9.  
To book tickets visit  
www.theukweddingshows.co.uk

A VINTAGE AND DIVERSE YEAR AHEAD 
Theatre luvvies get your pens at the ready for there’s a multitude of dates 
for your diary in the coming months. NE1’s top stage venues have revealed 
details of their 2014 programmes and this year is shaping up to be another 
vintage period of board-treading in Newcastle, with something for 
everyone waiting in the wings. Highlights at the Theatre Royal of a 
musical variety include Dirty Dancing, Buddy, Evita and Shrek the 
Musical.  Spread throughout the January to June season at Live Theatre, 
meanwhile, are six evenings of readings of new work by Billy Elliot creator 
Lee Hall. Perhaps Mill Volvo Tyne wins the award for most diverse 
programme, with the Russian State Ballet’s interpretation of Carmen and 
the Chuckle Brothers’ presentation of  A Space Oddity both on the 2014 
bill. Over at Northern Stage the events calendar is as eclectic as ever. Watch 
out for a cantankerous two-feet high puppet called Moses and a stage 
version of Joseph Heller’s classic novel Catch 22. Check online to see  
all NE1 theatres’ jam-packed events schedules. 

DARTS STARS LINE UP 
The festival of beers, bellies and big 
foam hands that is Premier League 
Darts is back in Newcastle later this 
year, with tickets now on sale. The 
world-class arrow throwers visit the 
city in May. For details, visit the 
Metro Radio Arena online at 
www.metroradioarena.co.uk.

Beware the perils of the icy 
pavement – or laugh at others 
who fall into its trap

VIRAL 
VIDEO
VIRAL 
VIDEO

QUICK 
QUESTION
QUICK 
QUESTION
BEST WAY TO 
FIGHT OFF THE 
JANUARY BLUES?
An afternoon matinee and a  
giant box of popcorn at the 
Tyneside Cinema
ANNE BARNES, 60, FROM 
TYNEMOUTH

THE BAGHDADDIES
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For across Newcastle city centre’s top 
foodie spots, there are some crazy 
price slashing shenanigans-a-stewing.
In fact, it’s all part  
of the 7th NE1 
Restaurant Week, 
which starts on 
Monday 27 January, 
and sees over 60 
restaurants offering 
special deals to give 
customers a chance 
to try something new.
For seven days some of  
the city’s most popular 
eateries will run special fixed 
price menus for only £10 
or £15 per head. And 
there’s no shortage of 
choice, with fine 
dining, exotic Asian 
fare and proper pub 
grub and much 
more besides all on 
offer, with the likes of 
Cafe 21, Blackfriars and 
Sachins among the 
restaurants taking part.
Restaurant Week covers all price 

bands, from lavish hotel-based 
experiences, like Marco Pierre 
White’s Steakhouse Bar & Grill, the 

Malmaison and the Vermont, 
to post-cocktail fodder in 

one of NE1’s vibrant 
bars, including  
Popolo and The  
Town Wall. 
Korean, Brazilian 
and Thai food are 
also available, while 

comedy clubs, 
department store cafes 

and pasta and pizza 
favourites are taking part too.

As well as the established 
pillars of NE1’s 

restaurant scene, a 
number of relative 
newcomers are 
getting involved. 
And so diners have 
the opportunity  

to dabble in 
something different  

for a fraction of what it 
might usually cost.

If your 2014 fitness resolutions have 

already fell by the dusty wayside, then 
there’s nothing stopping you from 
indulging in a guilt-free feast or two.
But even if you’re still smugly sticking 
to your fat-busting New Year goals, 
there’s plenty of the healthy stuff on 
the menu too. So make sure you take 
full advantage of everything 
Restaurant Week has to offer.
Sean Bullick, chief executive of NE1 
– which organises Restaurant Week 

– says: “Food has become one of the 
city’s real strengths thanks to the 
growing number of award-winning 
restaurants opening in Newcastle  
and for the national and international 
reputation of our restaurateurs.   
NE1’s Restaurant Week helps us 
celebrate all that’s great about our 
industry and encourages people to 
take advantage of the wonderful  

NE1’S RESTAURANT WEEK RETURNS
WHAT THE GORDON RAMSAY’S GOING ON IN THE KITCHENS OF 
NEWCASTLE? HAS THE WHITE HAT BRIGADE BEEN AT THE COOKING 
WINE? HAVE THE CULINARY MASTERS OF TYNESIDE HAD TOO MUCH 
BRANDY BUTTER?

Rendez Vous 
Restaurant & Bar at 
the Thistle Newcastle, 
the County is situated 
in the heart of 
Newcastle opposite 
Central Station. The 
County Hotel has 
been welcoming 

guests for over 130 years and we look forward to 
welcoming you during Newcastle Restaurant Week. 
You will instantly feel at home in the informal 
surroundings of our Restaurant and Bar where you 
can enjoy an enticing menu featuring home cooked 
British and Continental dishes complimented by an 
exciting bar and wine list. Table reservations are 
required during Restaurant Week.

Offer: 2 courses for £10, 3 courses for £15
Offer available Lunch: Monday to Friday  
12 noon until 2pm and Dinner: 18.30 to 
21.30 daily.

www.thistle.com/newcastle
0191 2067682 (Restaurant Direct Line)

THISTLE HOTELTHISTLE HOTELNORTHSIDE DINERNORTHSIDE DINER
Northside Diner on the Third 
Floor in Fenwick is a fun, 
friendly 1950s style diner 
offering authentic American 
dishes that are cooked to order. 

Offer: Two Boston flame grilled burgers and 
a choice of premium soft drinks for only £10 
for two. Excludes 11.30am-15.30pm 
on Saturday 1st February

T: 0191 232 5100

TIVOLI, FENWICKTIVOLI, FENWICK
Enjoy table service in our Tivoli 
Restaurant on the First Floor, 
overlooking Grey’s Monument. 

Offer: Choose a starter, main course and 
dessert from the delicious a la carte  
options plus a glass of house wine for  
£15 per person. 

T: 0191 232 5100

PRESENCE 
OF STRONG 

BRANDS IS GREAT 
NEWS FOR CITY

Marco Pierre White’s 
Steakhouse Bar & Grill

Blackfriars

Sachins

Enjoy the 
beautiful views 
of the Quayside 
whilst enjoying 
delicious, fresh 
and hearty  
food from our 
winter menu. 

Whether you fancy a healthy salad or sandwich for 
lunch or a hearty burger or British classic for dinner 
we have something for everyone to enjoy. 

Offer: Choose any burger from our food 
menu and choose any of the following 
drinks for £10 only.
125ml glass of Fantinel Prosecco, bottle  
of Birra Moretti, Heineken, Mahou, Red 
Stripe or Sol.

Pitcher & Piano, 108 Quayside, Newcastle, 
NE1 3DX  
T: 0191 232 4110 
E: newcastle@pitcherandpiano.com  

P I T C H E R & P I A N O

PITCHER & PIANOPITCHER & PIANO
Moments from 
Newcastle city 
centre, this 
former home  
of the Tyne Tees 
Steam Shipping 
Company has 
been gloriously 
converted into 
42 timelessly 

styled bedrooms, trademark bistro, intriguing 
Laroche tasting room, two stunning private dining 
rooms, Bubble bar, courtyard for alfresco dining and 
an outstanding wine cellar. 
Bistro du Vin is at the heart of our hotel in 
Newcastle. Experience an elegant and informal 
setting for lunch and dinner - where guests can 
meet, celebrate or simply pass the time - at the 
classic, French-styled Bistro du Vin

Hotel du Vin & Bistro Newcastle,  
Allan House, City Road,  
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 2BE 
T: 0191 229 2200 

HOTEL DU VINHOTEL DU VIN



food on offer at a fraction of the 
normal price.”
Restaurant Week was launched in 
2011, inspired by a similar event in 
New York, and takes place when 
eateries would otherwise be at their 
quietest – at the height of the 
post-Christmas blues season and in 
the summer holidays.
But, as Sean Bullick explains, the 
forthcoming Restaurant Week 
promises to be the biggest yet: “We’re 
delighted to see Kenny Atkinson’s 
new venture House of Tides, and 
Jamie’s Italian Kitchen about to open 

in the city, hot on the heels of 
Browns, Café Rouge and our native 
Fat Buddha restaurant. The presence 
of these strong and successful 
restaurant brands is great news for the 
city and helps cement our place on 
the culinary map as the capital of the 
North East region. The more choice, 
variety and quality we have in our 
restaurants the more attractive the  
city centre is as a place to visit,  
work and live.”
Blackfriars Restaurant – voted Taste 
of England at the North East England 
Tourism Awards last year – has been 
involved in Restaurant Week from 
the beginning. Owner Andy Hook 
says: “NE1 has helped to support  
the restaurant industry in the city 
with the Restaurant Week initiative 
and has encouraged new visitors to 
try Blackfriars. 
“A whole new group of ‘regulars’ 
have been spawned by previous NE1’s 
Restaurant Weeks and we hope this 
month’s event will be no exception.”
Restaurants get extremely busy 

during Restaurant Week – last 
August’s event showed a 43% jump  
in sales. So make sure you book in 
advance to avoid disappointment.
As an example of the types of deals 
on offer, £10 may get you a two 
course meal, while if you spend an 
extra fiver, you could get three 
courses and, in some cases, a glass of 
something fruity to wash them down. 
For full details of all 
participating restaurants, menus 
and to download your vouchers 
visit www.getintonewcastle.
co.uk/restaurant-week

FOOD&DRINK
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Dine out 
for only

£10or£15
per person*

at Fenwick

27th Jan to 2nd feb**

Enjoy great food with an extra 
helping of value when you dine 
with us at some of Newcastle’s 
finest restaurants for only £10  
or £15 per person.

For a full list of participating restaurants, 
information on booking a table and to 
download your voucher visit: 

getintonewcastle.co.uk 
#ne1restaurantweek
*£10 and £15 menus are restaurant specific.  
**Selected restaurants. 
Terms and conditions apply.

at Fenwick

KARAOKE 
LOVER’S 
GUIDE TO 
NEWCASTLE

Whether you’re the next Mariah Carey or completely 
tone deaf, karaoke is something that everyone can enjoy. 
And here in NE1 we’re spoilt for choice with an eclectic 
mix of karaoke bars, clubs and even crooning-flavoured 
restaurants to accommodate your warbling wish list. 
Here’s a snapshot of what’s on offer:  

PRIVATE PARTY
If you suffer from stage fright but still love to belt out the 
odd tune, perhaps a private karaoke booth would be best 
for you. Here you can party with your friends in the 
safety of a sound proof box. Cosy Joes on the Bigg 
Market is famous for its party pods, with big screen TVs 
and a push button drinks service. If you need that extra 
bit of courage, parties of 20 people or more receive a free 
shot! Manager Jack Taylor says: “Disney songs from films 
like Aladdin are very popular, but the most popular song 
to sing is Frank Sinatra’s My Way”. Lucky Voice at Tiger 
Tiger, The Gate, also offers private pods, boasting a 
collection of 8,000 songs to choose from and signature 
cocktails at the bar. Best of all, you can sing for half price 
on a Wednesday if you live or work in Newcastle. The 
city’s boutique bowling facility Lane 7 also offers private 
karaoke sessions, complete with waitress service.

CENTRE STAGE
For some brave souls amongst us performing on stage can 
be a thrill. There are plenty of venues where you can sing 
your heart out for all to hear. Bar Fleet Street, on Pudding 
Chare near the Bigg Market, has a regular karaoke night 
on a Thursday, while Black Garter on Clayton Street has 
karaoke on five nights a week. 
Both pubs also have a food menu if you work up an 
appetite performing.

PINK TRIANGLE 
With plenty of bars and clubs offering karaoke, you can 

guarantee yourself a sing-along any day of the week in 
the pink triangle. The Dog, The Bank, and The Yard are 
just some of the venues offering karaoke, as well as live 
cabaret acts for when your voice gets tired and you  
fancy letting someone else do the work. 

LIVE AND KICKING
If music is your passion then try a venue with a live band. 
Whether you play or just like to listen, there’s something 
for everyone. The Cumberland Arms in Ouseburn hosts 
Liveoke, giving you the chance to sing in a band for one 
night only – or at least until the next Saturday. 

Alternatively you could turn up at an Open Mic Night 
like the one on a Tuesday at Bar Loco on Leazes Park 
Road and show off your hidden musical talents. 

MUSIC AND A MEAL
Hanahana Japanese restaurant on Bath Lane has a karaoke 
room downstairs whilst Chinese restaurant Moji on New 
Bridge Street has private hire rooms on offer. 
www.getintonewcastle.co.uk

FOR SOME BRAVE 
SOULS, PERFORMING 

ON STAGE CAN BE A THRILLQUICK 
QUESTION
QUICK 
QUESTION
FAVOURITE 
SPOT FOR A 
WALKIES IN NE1? 
Along the Quayside on 
a Sunday morning. The smells 
coming from the market’s food 
stalls are to die for.  
TOBY GUTHRIE, 3,  
FROM BILLY MILL

Marco Pierre 
White’s 
Steakhouse 
Bar & Grill

Handcrafted quality local products  • original artwork, jewellery and fashion
local cheeses, delicious cupcakes and world foods  • traditional stalls selling
plants, clothing, sweets, ice cream and toys  • For more information please
call  0191 211 5533

Sunday Quayside Market
The Quayside, Newcastle upon Tyne
Every Sunday 9am – 4pm

Phone: 0191 211 5533
Email: markets@newcastle.gov.uk
www.newcastle.gov.uk

www.twitter.com/Nclmarkets



Obviously one way to do so is by 
diving into NE1 Restaurant Week 
from 27 January and trying out 
something exotic (see pages 6-8).
But before then, why not explore the 
international supermarkets and 
minimarkets of Newcastle city centre?
With African, Asian and European 
influences all represented, our vibrant 
community of specialist stores across 
the city serves homesick expats, 
restaurateurs and kitchen adventurers.
They also offer a colourful, aromatic 
antidote to the vast, bland expanses  
of supermarket aisles.
To help inspire the start of your 
voyage of discovery, we gave one of 
NE1’s top chefs a tenner with a 
challenge to create something truly 
international from the shelves of 
Newcastle’s global grocery stars.  
Here’s how he got on: 

THE ‘AROUND THE WORLD 
FOR £10’ CHALLENGE
The contender: Bob Arora, owner, 
Sachins Indian restaurant, Newcastle. 
Special skills: The spice master.
Claim to fame: Once auditioned to 
be a Top Gear presenter.
Biggest fear: Bland curries.
The challenge: Spend TEN English 
pounds on ingredients from at least 
FIVE different countries to create 
ONE delicious fusion dish.
The result: Bob visited Tsang  
Foods on Fenkle Street, 7 Days on  

St Andrew’s Street 
and HiYou on 
Newgate Street.
He said: “It’s easy 
to get lost in 
creativity when 
surrounded by fresh, 
fragrant and appetising 
ingredients, but I managed to come 
up with a tasty recipe for a Korean 
and Portuguese inspired chicken  
and vegetable stir fry”. 
He bought: Kimchi and some of its 
juice (Korean) £1.79 per can;
1 tbsp sesame oil (Thailand) £1.31;
1 tbsp soy sauce (Chinese) £1.52;
1 tbsp sesame seeds (Thailand) £1.10 
per pack;
1 red birds eye chilli (Portuguese)  

90p per pack;
500g chicken pieces (UK) £3.38.
His method: Chop up your chicken 
pieces. Slice your red chilli (I leave 
seeds in, bit that’s optional) keeping 
half to one side for garnish.
Open the kimchi can, drain off half 
the liquid and pour into a bowl. Add 
chicken, half the chilli and the soy 

sauce to the kimchi and leave 
to marinate for at least  

15 minutes.
Heat up a wok or 
frying pan. You want 
it to be smoking hot 
to ensure your 
chicken seals and 
cooks quickly. Be sure 

to add your oil to the 
pan while it is still cold.

Carefully pour in the 
contents of your bowl into 

the frying pan.
Stir fry for around 8-10 minutes until 
the chicken is cooked.
Pour out onto a serving plate, and 
garnish with the remaining chilli and 
sesame seeds.
The valiant challenger concluded: 
“Although this dish is delicious on its 
own, it is even better accompanied by 
a bowl of hot, sticky rice or some 
crisp pak choi and kimchi.”
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GLOBAL SUPERMARKET
IF YOUR IDEA OF GLOBAL FUSION FOOD IS PUTTING KEBAB MEAT 
ON YOUR CHIPS, MAYBE IT’S TIME YOU BROADENED YOUR CULINARY 
HORIZONS…

NE1’s Global Grocers 
The first dedicated Chinese supermarket opened in 1978 on Newcastle’s 
Stowell Street and today trades as Wing Hong. Team member at the store, 
Phaye, says: “As sauces are very common in Asian food it follows that the 
most popular items sold are soy sauce, sweet chilli and oyster sauces. But 
other popular items include sweet pastries, burdock tea, coconut candy, 
biscuits, vegetables and Durian, which is considered to be the king of fruit.” 
A goji berry’s throw away from Wing Hong is Tsang Foods. Spokesperson 
Sindy says: “Beansprouts are our best selling product. They are extremely 
popular especially with our catering customers and we are the only 
beansprout grower in the North East. We also supply quite a lot of unusual 
products like prunella tea (ha foo chow in Chinese) and preserved duck 
eggs, as seen recently in the bush trucker trials on I’m a Celebrity.” Other 
globally flavoured stores in Newcastle worth a visit include HiYou on 
Newgate Street, and Mam African Food on Westgate Road.  

THE PARTY STARTER 

Looking back it seems a long time since I 
opened my first restaurant/bar in Newcastle’s 
Bigg Market. In 1977, Pumphreys Restaurant 
and Ricks Cocktail Bar sprang to life.
They were followed by City Vaults, Maceys, 
Masters, Berlins, Legends, Sloanes, Yell, Luckies, 
Jimmys, Bliss, Buzz and The Long Bar – their 
names tumbling from the imagination of my 
design team to delight an ever-increasing and 
youthful clientele.
Music was the initial catalyst from my days as  
a DJ at the Club a Gogo, playing 
stuff from luminaries such as 
the Animals, Rod Stewart 
and Spencer Davies.
Club regulars such as 
Mark Knopfler and 
Brian Ferry heard the 
beat and struck out to 
conquer the world. 
But I commenced world 
domination closer to home 
in the Bigg Market.
Music in bars did not exist in those 
days save for a jukebox and neither did bar 
snacks, unless you wanted a Dickman’s pie.
The smell of moussaka and hot roast beef 
sandwiches filled the air, as did the sound of 
Elvis Costello, The Pet Shop Boys and the Police. 
Later Malcolm Gerrie brought The Tube and 
Jools Holland to Tyne Tees TV, opening one of 
my bars, while Dexy’s Midnight Runners 
opened Legends. Times change and the Bigg 
Market I knew had fruit and veg stores, clothing 
and fancy goods. Now it’s kebab shops and 
Indian takeaways – everything a product of its 
time. My time was marked by the rise of the 
music pub.  There was a Joe Robertson in every 
UK city hearing the same music. But Newcastle 
seemed to be THE place – and was voted 8th 
best party city in the world, no less. My years in 
Newcastle produced a proud Geordie now 
resident in Monaco. I have returned many times 
with developments on Grey Street, Quayside and 
Newcastle Airport, but the Bigg Market remains 
my business birthplace.

JOE ROBERTSON – GODFATHER  
OF NEWCASTLE’S PARTY CITY  
PERSONA – RECALLS THOSE HEADY DAYS 
WHEN BIGG WAS TRULY BIG.

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, artists including JMW 
Turner and John Constable took their canvases outdoors and 
began drawing and painting landscapes in the open air, instead 
of in their studios.
Turner and Constable: Sketching from Nature brings together 
more than 60 works by Turner, Constable and their 
contemporaries, showing the different techniques each artist 
used to capture views of the landscapes of the time, both in 
Britain and abroad.
Oil sketches, watercolours and finished oil paintings from the 
Tate collection will be on show.
The practice of painting in the open air was new, daring and 
different at the time and the exhibition uses works by artistic 
rivals Turner and Constable, as well as George Stubbs, John  
Sell Cotman, John Crome and Francis Danby, among others,  
to show the differences and similarities between each  
artist’s methods.
The practice and techniques of sketching are explored and 
sometimes surprising connections are made between the  
artists involved.
Admission to Turner and Constable: Sketching from Nature is 
£7. Family tickets and concessions are available. Tickets will  
be available from the Laing Art Gallery or online from  
www.laingartgallery.org.uk (online tickets are subject to a  
95p booking fee). 

The exhibition runs from 1 March 2014 until 28 June 2014.  
It is curated by Emeritus Professor Michael Rosenthal of the 
University of Warwick, one of the world’s foremost experts on 
the art of this period, together with Anne Lyles, a leading 
authority on John Constable and who curated Constable: The 
Great Landscapes at Tate Britain in 2006, and Dr Steven 
Parissien, Director of Warwickshire’s Compton Verney art gallery 
and editor of the accompanying book, produced by Tate 
Publishing. The exhibition is organised by Compton Verney.

TURNER AND 
CONSTABLE: 
SKETCHING  
FROM NATURE

PAINTING OUTDOORS WAS 
NEW AND DARING AT TIME

FOOD&DRINK

MY THERAPIST 
SAYS I HAVE A 

PREOCCUPATION  
WITH VENGEANCE. 

WE’LL SEE  
ABOUT THAT.  

QUICK 
JOKE
QUICK 
JOKE
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FEATURE

 ART
PERMANENT EXHBITIONS 

Northern Spirit. 300 Years of Art  
from the North East. This major new 
permanent display will showcase 
nationally and internationally-important 
work by artists and makers from  
the North East. Laing Gallery,  
New Bridge Street, Newcastle.  
www.twmuseums.org.uk/laing

Sixty Glorious Years. An exhibition 
that celebrates the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and shows how the region  
has changed. City Library, Book Gallery, 
Princess Square, Newcastle.  
www.newcastle.gov.uk

Paul Noble Marble Hall. Turner Prize 
2012 nominee, Paul Noble’s installation  
at the Laing Art Gallery includes his 
large-scale Villa Joe wool tapestry that  
is the centrepiece of Paul Noble  
Marble Hall display. Laing Art Gallery,  
New Bridge Street, Newcastle.  
www.twmuseums.org.uk/laing

15 JANUARY

Exhibition tour. Join Amy Barker for  
a tour of the Laura Knight Portraits 
exhibition. Tour tickets - £2 per person, 
no booking required. Please note 
admission fees apply to this exhibition. 
12.30pm. Laing Art Gallery, New Bridge  
St, Newcastle. www.laingartgallery.org.uk

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 
UNTIL SATURDAY 17 MAY

Marilyn Monroe: A British Love 
Affair. The exhibition focuses on 
photographs and magazine covers 
from 1947 to 1962 that celebrate  
the transformation of the world’s 
most popular pin-up to acclaimed 
actress, highlighting the British 
photographers and personalities  
who admired her and worked with 
her.  Exhibition organised by the 
National Portrait Gallery, London. 
Free entry, Hatton Gallery, The 
Quadrangle, Newcastle University.  
www.hattongallery.org.uk 

Bunk! “Ready-made metaphors for 
the dreams of the masses” is how 
Scottish pop artist Eduardo Paolozzi 
described his collages. This collection 
of works contains some of the earliest 
examples of British Pop Art, made 
mainly from images taken from 
magazines given to the artist by 
American ex servicemen. Hatton 
Gallery, The Quadrangle, Newcastle 
University. www.hattongallery.org.uk

Markus Karstieß. Leading 
contemporary artist Markus Karstieß 
shows the results of his year-long 
residency in Newcastle University’s  
Fine Art Department. Hatton Gallery,  
The Quadrangle, Newcastle University.  
www.hattongallery.org.uk

Pre-Pop to Post-Human: Collage  
in the Digital Age. Fifteen young 
London-based artists have been 
commissioned to produce prints 
responding to the provocative 
combinations in Eduardo Paolozzi’s 
scrapbook-like collages. Hatton Gallery, 
The Quadrangle, Newcastle University.  
www.hattongallery.org.uk

29 JANUARY

Exhibition tour. Join Assistant Keeper 
of Art, Marie-Therese Mayne, for a tour 
of the Laura Knight Portraits exhibition 
focussing on the artist’s ballet and circus 
connections. Tour tickets - £2 per 
person, no booking required. Please note 
admission fees apply to this exhibition. 
12.30pm. Laing Art Gallery, New Bridge  
St, Newcastle. www.laingartgallery.org.uk

UNTIL 29 JANUARY

Balman Gallery, featuring an array of 
established, up and coming North East 
artists including Kate Van Suddese, Jim 

Edwards, Gavin Penn and Sue Moffitt. 
Discovery Museum, Blandford Square, 
Newcastle. www.twmuseums.org.uk/discovery

UNTIL 31 JANUARY

The Lost World of Norman Cornish. 
Paintings, Drawings, Watercolours and 
Pastels. Works of the County Durham 
miner-turnedartist, Norman Stansfield 
Cornish. University Gallery, Northumbria 
University, Sandyford Road, Newcastle.  
www.universitygallery.co.uk

UNTIL 1 FEBRUARY

The Jerwood Drawing Prize. This  
is the largest and longest-running  
annual open exhibition for drawing in 
the UK. Svetlana Fialova has been 
awarded the First Prize of £8,000 in  
the Jerwood Drawing Prize 2013. Her 
winning work, along with those of the 
76 short-listed artists will be shown at  
the Hatton Gallery. Hatton Gallery,  
The Quadrangle, Newcastle University.  
www.hattongallery.org.uk

UNTIL 9 FEBRUARY 

Painting Past Present: A Painter’s 
Craft. Pictures by Mali Morris, Emma 
Talbot, Paul Housley, Helen Baker, Laura 
Lancaster, Eleanor Moreton, Narbi Price, 
James Ryan, Helen Smith, Alli Sharma, 
and Sue Spark feature in this exhibition, 
which explores modern and 
contemporary approaches to painting. 
Laing Art Gallery, New Bridge St, Newcastle. 
www.laingartgallery.org.uk

UNTIL 16 FEBRUARY 

Laura Knight Portraits. A new 
exhibition of work by one of the 
most popular and pioneering artists 
of the 20th century is coming to the 
Laing Art Gallery. Exhibition features 
30 outstanding portraits by Dame 
Laura Knight (1877-1970) and on  
15 and 29 January, talk and tour of 
the exhibition takes place. Laing Art 
Gallery, New Bridge St, Newcastle.  
www.laingartgallery.org.uk

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE LISTINGS GUIDE  
TO WHAT’S ON IN NEWCASTLE CITY CENTRE 
THIS FORTNIGHT

LISTINGS

Chin up January gloom merchants 
– things aren’t that bad. OK so it’s 
freezing outside, dark all day and your 
bank account’s drier than a dingo’s 
wotsit. But don’t let all that keep you 
in miserable hibernation, for there’s 
plenty of cheap ways to find fun, 
frivolity and a fair dose of culture in 
Newcastle this fortnight.
So peel off your pyjamas, get 
wrapped up and have a look at these 
penny-pinching ways to amuse 
yourself over the coming weeks:

CHEAP LAUGHS 
Not all comedians are panel 
show-hogging, DVD-pushing rock 
stars who charge a small fortune to 
catch them on tour. At the other end 
are the rookies getting to grips with 
hecklers. But they can offer just as 
many laughs – or perhaps even more 
– and none of the ‘garlic bread’ type 
catchphrases that you’ve heard before. 
Just £2 gets you into Red Raw, the 
weekly showcase for beginners on 
the circuit at The Stand comedy joint 
at High Bridge in Newcastle. And 
there’s 10 acts on the bill each 
Wednesday night from 8.30pm, so if 
one bombs, there’s another waiting 
nervously in the wings.

FLUFFY FRIENDS
Look deep into the bunny’s eyes. Not 
around the eyes, in the eyes. When I 
click my fingers you will not, I repeat 
not, feel the winter blues any longer. 
Failing that, what about the 
humorous dawdlings of the sheep, 
goats, pigs and chickens at NE1’s own 
city farm to cheer you up? Ouseburn 
Farm is free – although donations are 
welcome – and open all year except 
on Saturdays. 
 
STRINGS AND SHINY 
THINGS 
If you’re not a campus 
kid, you might think 
student music making is 
all death metal or 
shoegazing. And much 

of it probably is, but there’s also a 
refined gaggle of uni-goers who are 
in the throes of their classical training 
and itching to show off what they can 
do. Every Thursday at the Kings Hall 
in Newcastle University’s Armstrong 
Building there’s a free lunchtime 
(1.10pm) concert and another in the 
afternoon (4pm) featuring rising stars 
from the International Centre for 
Music Studies. 

X MARKS THE SPOT 
Buckle up rapscallions for we’re 
going on a treasure hunt. But we 
don’t need spades here, just intellect 
and local knowledge. Treasure Trails 
Northumbria gives you and your 
friends and family a great excuse for a 
fun day out which doesn’t break the 
bank. Carefully designed for all ages, 
the trails take teams or groups 
through an afternoon of clue-busting 
that’ll make you look at NE1 in a 
new light. Choose from a treasure 
hunt, murder mystery or spy mission. 
Visit www.treasuretrails.co.uk.

CURIOSITY CRUISING 
NE1 is spoilt for choice when it 
comes to free museums and galleries. 
Mummies, dinosaurs, apocalyptic 
visions by local artist John Martin and 
the latest mind-bending imaginings 
of the hottest modern art properties, 
are a mere fraction of what’s on offer. 
And, thanks to our busy curators, 
things are always changing and repeat 
visits are a must. Things to watch out 
for this year include an exhibition of 
fairies, fantasy, witches and wizards at 
the Great North Museum from 
March and the creations of pop, 
seriality and media art purveyor 
Thomas Bayrle down at The Baltic.

FIVE THRIFTY WAYS 
TO BEAT THE BLUES

MY TOP 5

JOY CALVERT

AS METRO RADIO ARENA’S 
EVENTS DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATOR, JOY 
CALVERT ORGANISES 
NUMEROUS EXHIBITIONS 
AND CONFERENCES.

MILL VOLVO TYNE THEATRE
This is Metro Radio Arena’s sister 
venue and the oldest working 
Victorian theatre in the world. It’s a 
beautiful building and I love taking 
my children to the panto every 
year, but with such a varied events 
calendar, it’s also a great night out 
with the girls! 
ST JAMES’ PARK 
I have a great love of football and 
the home of my team Newcastle 
United is so iconic it has a huge 
place in my heart.  To me,  Alan 
Shearer will always be a legend.
FAT BUDDHA 
I love to eat out and fell in love 
with Fat Buddha the moment I 
walked through its doors. 
FLORITAS
I love letting my hair down and 
hitting the dance floor, and there’s 
nowehere better than the fabulous 
Floritas Happy Hour for a dance 
and a delicious cocktail.
BRIDGES
The view from St Ann’s wharf 
down the River Tyne is one I’ve 
admired for years. I’m proud to be 
from Newcastle. I love this city and 
everything about it.
 
Joy has organised the North 
East Wedding Show which 
will feature more than 
100 exhibitors. Visit www.
theukweddingshows.co.uk
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Club Tropicana. House of Smith, 
Collingwood Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY

Rub a Dub Dub  @ The CUT, 11pm, 
£5. St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Taboo. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com

Waikiki. House of Smith, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle. www.house-of-smith.com

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY

Shake @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Laid Bear. Music Slash Art,  
9pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

Pinup, 10pm. House of Smith, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle. www.house-of-smith.com

Dirtiz. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com

THURSDAY 23 JANUARY

Drop @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Phatplastic. Music Slash Art, 9pm, Hood 
Street, Newcastle. www.musicslashart.com

Rebel. Digital, Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.yourfutureisdigital.com

Hanzo. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com

Bare Footin’ – R&B, soul, funk, rock  
n roll, ska, reggae. 8pm, free. Head of  
Steam, Neville Street, Newcastle. 
www.theheadofsteam.co.uk

Jungle. House of Smith, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle. www.house-of-smith.com

FRIDAY 24 JANUARY

Loop @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Smoove and Friends. Music Slash 
Art, 10pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

World HQ Uplifting Grooves, 
11pm,World Headquarters, Carliol Square, 
Newcastle.www.welovewhq.com

Play, 10pm. House of Smith, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle.

Jukebox, 11pm. The Other Rooms,  Times 
Square, Newcastle.www.theotherrooms.com

Full Moon – the authentic Thai  
beach party. Riverside Nightclub, Quayside, 
Newcastle. www.riversidenewcastle.co.uk

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY

Dragnet @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Rocksteady Saturdays. Music Slash  
Art, 10pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

S@S, 10pm. House of Smith,  
Collingwood Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

Love. Digital, Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.yourfutureisdigital.com

Rock @ LYH feat. DJ Mel, 8pm.  
LYH, Northumberland Road, Newcastle.  
www.theheadofsteam.co.uk

Propaganda, 11pm. O2 Academy,  
Westgate Road, Newcastle.  
www.o2academynewcastle.co.uk

OUR PICK OF THE BEST EVENTS TAKING PLACE  
THIS FORTNIGHT

RECOMMENDS

ART
Marilyn Monroe: A British Love Affair. The exhibition focuses on 
photographs and magazine covers from 1947 to 1962 that celebrate  
the transformation of the world’s most popular pin-up to acclaimed actress, 
highlighting the British photographers and personalities who admired her and 
worked with her.  Exhibition organised by the National Portrait Gallery, 
London. Free entry. From Saturday 25th January until Saturday 17th May at Hatton 
Gallery, The Quadrangle, Newcastle University. www.hattongallery.org.uk

KIDS
Planetarium. The Sun Show joins We Are Aliens and Naughty Monsters 
Explore The Planets at Life Science Centre’s stunning Planetarium. Take a 
look at our nearest star, the Sun. Here on Earth its warmth and light are 
vital to life as we know it, but is our star really that remarkable compared 
to the billions of others in our galaxy? Permanent exhibition at Life Science 
Centre, Times Square, Newcastle. www.life.org.uk

STAGE
Barry Humphries’ Farewell Tour: Fresh from a show stealing turn at the 
Royal Variety performance, Dame Edna, Sir Les Patterson and friends are 
coming to Theatre Royal for one hilarious week  
only. From Tuesday 21st until Saturday 25th January at Theatre Royal, 100 Grey 
Street. www.theatreroyal.co.uk.

TALKS & WORKSHOPS
Holocaust Memorial Day Lecture. In the immediate aftermath of World 
War II, thousands of survivor testimonies were taken in order to document the 
fate of the Jews under the Nazis as told by the victims. These early testimonies 
mostly ended up in archives; many remained unpublished and untranslated.  
This talk focuses on the efforts undertaken by David Boder, who in 1946 
initiated the first oral history project with survivors, to translate and transmit 
these testimonies to a distant English-speaking audience. 6pm, free.  
Tuesday 21st January at Bewick Hall, City Library, Newcastle.  
www.community.newcastle.gov.uk/libraries

ONE-OFF EVENTS
Folkworks: Burns Night Supper. A traditional Burns Supper evening, 
celebrating the work of the revered Scottish poet. Highland bagpipes will  
herald the haggis with traditional music throughout the evening, and dancing  
to complete the night! Enjoy a three course meal with a glass of whisky in 
banqueting style seating. 7pm, £35, bookings close on 21 January.  
Saturday 25th January The Sage Gateshead, Gateshead Quays, Gateshead.  
www.sagegateshead.com

UNTIL 23 FEBRUARY 

All-in-One. This is the first major 
survey exhibition of German artist 
Thomas Bayrle, a pioneer of Pop, seriality 
and Media Art. In the mid 1960s Bayrle 
began making work based on the serial 
repetition of the same pattern using 
formal compositions indebted to the 
seriality of the then-emerging Minimal 
Art movement. BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art, Gateshead.  
www.balticmill.com

UNTIL 2 MARCH

BALTIC presents a site-specific 
collaborative commission by  
artist Sara Barker and Ryder 
Architecture. Working with a 
combination of painting, welding and 
jewellery-making techniques, Barker 
(born Manchester, 1980) draws out 
unexpected properties in material with a 
sculptural fluidity and lightness. BALTIC 
Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead. 
www.balticmill.com

The Palace. Finnish artist Salla Tykkä 
(born Helsinki, 1973) is known for 
photographs and videos with historically 
and psychologically charged narratives. 
Her dramatically edited footage plays 
with cinematic structures and is often set 
to familiar, grandiose film scores. The 
Palace comprises an installation featuring 
recent works and is the first exhibition to 
bring them together. It also marks the 
international premiere of Giant. BALTIC 
Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead. 
www.balticmill.com

UNTIL OCTOBER 2014

Thomas Bewick and His 
Apprentices. Thomas Bewick is 
famous for the small-scale wood 
engravings he and members of his 
workshop produced, often published 
as illustrations in books. Less well 
known are the drawings and 
paintings also made by these artists.
This exhibition looks at a range of 
work from the Laing Art Gallery 
collections made by Bewick and  
his pupils, some of whom, such as 
Luke Clennell, went on to be better 
known as painters. Laing Art  
Gallery, New Bridge St, Newcastle.  
www.laingartgallery.org.uk

CLUBS
WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY

Shake @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Laid Bear. Music Slash Art,  
9pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

Pinup, 10pm. House of Smith,  
Collingwood Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

Dirtiz. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY

Drop @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Phatplastic. Music Slash Art,  
9pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

Rebel. Digital, Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.yourfutureisdigital.com

Hanzo. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com

Bare Footin’ – R&B, soul, funk,  
rock n roll, ska, reggae. 8pm, free.  
Head of Steam, Neville Street,  
Newcastle. 
www.theheadofsteam.co.uk

Jungle. House of Smith, Collingwood  
Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY 

Loop @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Smoove and Friends. Music Slash  
Art, 10pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

World HQ Uplifting Grooves, 
11pm,World Headquarters, Carliol Square, 
Newcastle.www.welovewhq.com

Play, 10pm. House of Smith, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle.

Jukebox, 11pm. The Other Rooms,  
Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.theotherrooms.com

Full Moon – the authentic Thai  
beach party. Riverside Nightclub,  
Quayside, Newcastle.  
www.riversidenewcastle.co.uk

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY

Dragnet @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Rocksteady Saturdays. Music Slash 
Art, 10pm, Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

S@S, 10pm. House of Smith, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle. www.house-of-smith.com

Love. Digital, Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.yourfutureisdigital.com

Rock @ LYH feat. DJ Mel, 8pm. 
LYH, Northumberland Road, Newcastle.  
www.theheadofsteam.co.uk

Propaganda, 11pm. O2 Academy,  
Westgate Road, Newcastle.  
www.o2academynewcastle.co.uk

The Voodoo Project, 11pm, £4. 
Riverside Nightclub, Quayside, Newcastle. 
www.thevoodooproject.com

World HQ Uplifting Grooves, 
11pm,World Headquarters, Carliol 
Square, Newcastle.www.welovewhq.com

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY

Say The Word. House of Smith, 10pm. 
Collingwood Street, Newcastle  
www.house-of-smith.com

MONDAY 20 JANUARY

Off the record @ The CUT, 11pm, 
£5. St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Social Butterfly. Perdu, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle.www.perdubar.com
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World HQ Uplifting Grooves, 
11pm,World Headquarters, Carliol Square, 
Newcastle. www.welovewhq.com

The Voodoo Project, 11pm, £4. 
Riverside Nightclub, Quayside, 
Newcastle. www.thevoodooproject.com

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY

Say The Word. House of Smith,  
10pm. Collingwood Street, Newcastle  
www.house-of-smith.com

MONDAY 27 JANUARY

Off the record @ The CUT, 11pm, 
£5. St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Social Butterfly. Perdu, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle. www.perdubar.com

Club Tropicana. House of Smith, 
Collingwood Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

TUESDAY 28 JANUARY

Rub a Dub Dub  @ The CUT, 11pm, 
£5. St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Taboo. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com

Waikiki. House of Smith, Collingwood 
Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY

Shake @ The CUT, 11pm, £5.  
St Nicholas Street, Newcastle.  
www.thecut.squarespace.com

Laid Bear. Music Slash Art, 9pm,  
Hood Street, Newcastle.  
www.musicslashart.com

Pinup, 10pm. House of Smith,  
Collingwood Street, Newcastle.  
www.house-of-smith.com

Dirtiz. Perdu, Collingwood Street, 
Newcastle.www.perdubar.com 

COMEDY
WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY

Red Raw featuring Keith Farnan 
and host John Scott – 7pm, £2,  
The Stand, High Bridge Street, Newcastle. 
www.thestand.co.uk.

Luisa Omielan: WWBD?! 
– 7.30pm, £8, The Hyena, Leazes 
Lane, Newcastle. www.thehyena.com.

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY

The Thursday Show with Keith 
Farnan, Ben Lawes, Katherine 
Tanney and host Steffen Peddie 
– 7pm, £10, The Stand, High Bridge  
Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

Electric Comedy with Gavin Webster 
and more acts to be announced 
– 9pm, £6, Tyneside Cinema, Pilgrim 
Street, Newcastle. www.tynesidecinema.co.uk.

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY

The Friday Show with Keith Farnan, 
Ben Lawes, Katherine Tanney and 
host Steffen Peddie – 7pm, £12,  
The Stand, High Bridge Street, Newcastle. 
www.thestand.co.uk.

Mick Ferry, Micky Dee, Mike 
Mulligan – 7pm, from £11, The Hyena, 
Leazes Lane, Newcastle. www.thehyena.com.

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 

The Saturday Show with Keith 
Farnan, Ben Lawes, Katherine 
Tanney and host Steffen Peddie 
– 7pm, £15, The Stand, High Bridge  
Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

Mick Ferry, Micky Dee, Mike 
Mulligan – 7pm, from £12, The Hyena, 
Leazes Lane, Newcastle. www.thehyena.com.

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY

Alex Horne: Lies – 5.30pm, £12,  
The Stand, High Bridge Street, Newcastle. 
www.thestand.co.uk.

MONDAY 20 JANUARY

Dyslexia North East with Gavin 
Webster, Lee Kyle, George Zach, 
Katherine Tanney and host Simon 
Donald. 7pm, £5, The Stand, High Bridge 
Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 

Robert Newman’s Theory of 
Evolution – 7pm, £13, The Stand, High 
Bridge Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY

Red Raw featuring Jonny Pelham 

and host Nicola Mantalios Lovett 
– 7pm, £2, The Stand, High Bridge Street, 
Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

Ricky Moore: Hypnotist Laugher 
Show – 8.30pm, £3, The Hyena, Leazes 
Lane, Newcastle. www.thehyena.com.

THURSDAY 23 JANUARY 

The Thursday Show with Bennett 
Arron, Paul Throne and Nicola 
Redman – 7pm, £10, The Stand, High 
Bridge Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 

The Friday Show with Bennett 
Arron, Paul Throne and Nicola 
Redman – 7pm, £12, The Stand, High 
Bridge Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

Dan Nightingale, David Hadingham, 
Mickey Sharma – 7pm, from £11,  
The Hyena, Leazes Lane, Newcastle.  
www.thehyena.com.

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 

The Saturday Show with Bennett 
Arron, Paul Throne and Nicola 
Redman – 7pm, £15, The Stand, High 
Bridge Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

Dan Nightingale, David Hadingham, 
Mickey Sharma – 7pm, from £12,  
The Hyena, Leazes Lane, Newcastle.  
www.thehyena.com.

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 

Stephen Peddie’s Chat Show 
Thing – 6.30pm, £5, The Stand, 
High Bridge Street, Newcastle.  
www.thestand.co.uk.

MONDAY 27 JANUARY 

Sod the Tories (And Have a Nice 
Week). Join John Scott and his 
comedy coalition for a look at the 
month’s news and other affairs 
– 7pm, £4, The Stand, High Bridge Street, 
Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk.

TUESDAY 28 JANUARY

Andrew Lawrence: There is No 
Escape – 7pm, £13, The Stand, High 
Bridge Street, Newcastle. www.thestand.co.uk. 

WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 

Red Raw featuring Rory O’Hanlon 

and Tony Jameson – 7pm, £2, The 
Stand, High Bridge Street, Newcastle.  
www.thestand.co.uk.

FILM
TYNESIDE CINEMA
PILGRIM STREET
NEWCASTLE 0845 217 9909 
tynesidecinema.co.uk  
Listings subject to change. Please 
check online before your visit.

DAILY

Free archive newsreel – 11.15am

FROM 15 JANUARY

The Railway Man 
12 Years a Slave 

WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY

Bringing in baby: film TBC – 
11am 
Free film night in the Tyneside bar: 
Michael Fassbender Week – 9pm

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY 

Free film night in the Tyneside bar: 
Michael Fassbender Week – 9pm

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 

CHILDREN’S FILM CLUB: Film 
TBC 10:30

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY

Bolshoi Ballet: Jewels – 3pm 

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 

Free film night in the Tyneside bar 
– 9pm

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY 

The Great Tyneside Film Quiz – 
8.30pm

FROM 24 JANUARY 

Inside Llewyn Davis 
August: Osage County 

FRIDAY 24 JANUARY

Free film night in the Tyneside bar 
– 9pm

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 

CHILDREN’S FILM CLUB: Film 
TBC 10:30

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 

Don’t Look Now – 3.10pm

EMPIRE CINEMAS
NEWGATE STREET, THE GATE
NEWCASTLE
www.empirecinemas.co.uk 

Check online for full listings and 
times. Upcoming events include: 

FROM 15 JANUARY

12 Years a Slave

FROM 17 JANUARY 

The Wolf Of Wall Street

MONDAY 27 JANUARY

ROH: Giselle (live) – 7.15pm

LIVE THEATRE, BROAD CHARE, 
QUAYSIDE, NEWCASTLE 
www.live.org.uk

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY

Harrigan: Special screening of the 
North East-based crime drama. 
Kicking off the evening will be 
local songstress Hayley McKay as 
she performs one of the tracks 
from the film. After this film’s 
screening join members of the 
film’s cast and crew, including 
Stephen Tompkinson (White 
Rabbit, Red Rabbit & Faith & 
Cold Reading) and director Vince 
Woods as they talk about the 
process of bringing the script to 
the screen. 7.30pm, £10 - £14.

THE STAR AND SHADOW 
CINEMA, STEPNEY BANK, 
NEWCASTLE

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY

More Than Honey – 7.30pm

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY 

Distant Thunder – 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY

Nothing Like Chocolate – 7.30pm

THURSDAY 23 JANUARY 

Kings of Pastry – 7.30pm

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 

Tampopo – 7.30pm

THE SIDE CINEMA
THE SIDE
NEWCASTLE
www.amber-online.com 

Check online for full listings and 
times.

LYH
NORTHUMBERLAND ROAD
NEWCASTLE 
www.theheadofsteam.co.uk

EVERY MONDAY

Movies from 7pm

EVERY TUESDAY 

Stand up DVDs 

KIDS
PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS 

@ Discovery Museum. Children can 
enjoy hands-on water activities with 
Play Tyne; discover more about 
military history with A Soldier’s Life; 
find out about the story of Newcastle 
from the Romans to the present day 
in Newcastle Story; experience the 
Science Maze fun zone; marvel  
at stunning ship models in Story Of 
The Tyne; check out the Turbinia,  
the fastest ship in the world, in 
Discovery’s foyer; and explore the 
region’s rich history of scientific 
invention and industrial activity in 
Tyneside Challenge. Discovery  
Museum, Blandford Square, Newcastle.  
www.twmuseums.org.uk/discovery

Planetarium. Featuring the latest 
technology using high-tech LED 
projectors and offering a choice of 
films and educational programmes 
featuring Sea Monsters, Fragile Planet, 
Earth Moon& Sun, Seasonal 
Stargazing, Infinity Express and Dawn 
Of The Space Age. Great North Museum: 
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Hancock, Barras Bridge, Newcastle.  
www.twmuseums.org.uk/greatnorthmuseum

Planetarium. The Sun Show joins We 
Are Aliens and Naughty Monsters 
Explore The Planets at Life Science 
Centre’s stunning Planetarium. Take a 
look at our nearest star, the Sun. Here 
on Earth its warmth and light are vital 
to life as we know it, but is our star 
really that remarkable compared to the 
billions of others in our galaxy? Life 
Science Centre, Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.life.org.uk

EVERY DAY 

Story Times. Everyone enjoys a 
good story, so sit back, relax and 
enjoy Seven Stories’ resident 
storytellers to hear your favourite 
stories old and new. 11.30am & 
2pm . Seven Stories, Ouseburn Valley, 
Newcastle. www.sevenstories.org.uk.  

EVERY SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY

Mini Illustrators. Dip your toe into 
the world of illustration and explore 
highlights of Seven Stories’ collection 
that show how real illustrators do their 
work. Have a go yourself and try out 
methods including print-making and 
watercolour painting. Term time only. 
For budding illustrators over 5 years 
old and their families. 3pm. Seven 
Stories, Ouseburn Valley, Newcastle.  
www.sevenstories.org.uk

Busy Bs. Activities for young artists 
inspired by Baltic’s exhibitions. 
Suitable for children aged 13 years  
and under. Baltic, Gateshead Quays, 
Gateshead. www.balticmill.com 

EVERY MONDAY

Little Bears Club. A club for 
under-5s and their parents/carers  
with lots of fun rhymes, songs and 
stories. The club will be a drop-in  
but places may be limited on the  
day. 10am-10.30am. Newcastle City 
Library, Princess Square, Newcastle.  
www.newcastle.gov.uk

EVERY TUESDAY

Toddler Time. The BALTIC  
gallery’s learning space is  
transformed into a magical town  
for children under 5 and their  
families to play with art. Stop off  
at the village and play with different 
materials, colours and shapes to 
decorate the town and find out  
more about contemporary art.  
Ask at the Info Point for your  
Toddler Time badge, with which  
you can have 10% discount in the 
Cafe bar. 10.30am to 12.30pm  
every Tuesday. Baltic Centre for 
Contemporary Art, Gateshead Quays, 
Gateshead, www.balticmill.com

EVERY THURSDAY

Museum Mice. Join the Museum 
Mice every Thursday (excluding 
Boxing Day) in the Mouse House 
with gallery interpreter Kathryn for 
stories, songs and learning through 
play and meet the Great North  
Mouse. 10.30am-11.30am. Great  
North Museum: Hancock, Barras  
Bridge, Newcastle. 
www.twmuseums.org.uk/greatnorthmuseum

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY

Winter wonderings. A magical 
hour-long show of songs, puppetry 
and theatre for 3 to 7 year olds.  
Set in a snowy magical wood 
follow Shula, a woodland creature, 
on her wonderful journey  
through traditional fairy tales. 
Watch and help her on her 
journey as she works with and 
questions the characters she meets. 
Expect some old favourites to 
appear and some new friends too. 
2pm, £5.50, The Sage Gateshead, 
Gateshead Quays,  
www.sagegateshead.com

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 

Postman Pat. See Pat and his 
friends live on stage in an exciting 
new story – “It’s Showtime!” It’s 
the day of the Great Greendale 
Talent Show and there’s much 
excitement as this year a top talent 
scout will be on the lookout for a 
rising star. Postman Pat has a new 
karaoke machine to deliver for the 
show – but when the machine 
breaks down it looks like the talent 
show might be in jeopardy. Can 
Pat save the day?  Which of your 
favourite characters will take part? 
And who has a ‘golden’ voice that 
the big name judge might notice?.  
Come and find out! With songs, 
laughs and audience participation, 
together with brand new scenery 
and costumes, Postman Pat Live is 
ideal for 3-6 year olds. 1pm, £12 
adults, £10 children, £40 family  
of four, Mill Volvo Tyne Theatre, 
Westgate Road, Newcastle,  
www.millvolvotynetheatre.co.uk

 

UNTIL 23 FEBRUARY 

Skating at Life.  Life is home to 
the outdoor ice rink on Times 
Square. Just turn up on the day and 
have a skate. If you want to have a 
party or you’re coming with a 
group of 10 or more, call Life and 
they’ll create the perfect visit. Life 
Science Centre, Times Square, Newcastle. 
www.life.org.uk

UNTIL FEBRUARY 2014 

Tiger, Mog and Pink Rabbit – A 
Judith Kerr Retrospective. To 
celebrate Judith Kerr’s 90th birthday 
the Tiger, Mog and Pink Rabbit 
exhibition returns to Seven Stories 
this autumn. The exhibition is home 
to a life-sized tiger, ready for tea, and 
Mog’s basket, perfect for curling up 
with a good book. This exhibition 
showcases almost 80 years of original 
artwork - created in Judith’s childhood 
and as a refugee, in her early career as 
a illustrator in war-torn London and 
her family life which inspired the 
books that are still loved by children 
today. Seven Stories, Ouseburn Valley, 
Newcastle. www.sevenstories.org.uk

UNTIL APRIL 2014 

Mystery, Magic & Midnight  
Feasts: The Many Adventures  
Of Enid Blyton. Enid Blyton is 
one of the best-selling writers for 
children of all time, her stories have 
delighted generation after 
generation. This exhibition shows, 
for the first time, Seven Stories’ 
unique Enid Blyton Collection of 
original typescripts and illustrations. 
This is a special opportunity to 
immerse yourself in Enid Blyton’s 
world of adventure and stories, 
whether your favourite is The 
Famous Five, Malory Towers and  
the school stories, Noddy or The 
Magic Faraway Tree there is 
something for everyone, old and 
young. Seven Stories, Ouseburn Valley, 
Newcastle. www.sevenstories.org.uk

LGBT
EVERY NIGHT 

Rusty’s Bar. Two floors and a huge 
outdoor terrace, featuring live  
cabaret to disco, 70s-90s and pop.  
Led by Rusty herself, five nights a  
week. 8pm-3am, free entry. Rusty’s  

Bar,  Times Square, Newcastle. www.facebook.
com/rustysnewcastle

Switch Bar. Two bars and an outdoor 
terrace make this vibrant and busy bar, 
with chart and pop music its speciality,  
a must-visit. Switch Bar, Scotswood Road, 
Newcastle. www.switchbar.co.uk

The Bank Bar & Bistro. A popular 
wine bar offering a lively atmosphere 
with good music and a variety of  
cabaret acts. The Bank Bar, Scotswood 
Road, Newcastle

One Bar. A uniquely chilled 
atmosphere that’s buzzing with happy 
funky house anthems, live vocalists, 
musicians and drag queen DJs every 
weekend. One Bar, Marlborough  
Crescent, Newcastle.

Eazy Street. One of the city’s most 
loved hangouts, Eazy Street’s open 
from noon until 3am every day 
offering a wide variety of 
entertainment and cabaret. Every 
Sunday enjoy their Eazy Street 
Follies drag queen show. Free entry.  
Eazy Street, 8-10 Westmoreland Road, 
Newcastle. www.eazy-street.co.uk

EVERY MONDAY & 
THURSDAY TO SUNDAY 

Powerhouse. The largest gay-friendly 
night club in the North East. Mondays 
bring Rewind student night, Thursdays  
is for Klub Kids plus live performers, 
Fridays present Now That’s What I  
Call Party, Saturdays belong to PHUK, 
the biggest clubbing experience and  
on Sundays Religion presents DJ  
Cris Howe. 11pm-4am. Powerhouse, 
Westmoreland Road, Newcastle.  
www.powerhouseclub.co.uk

 MARKETS
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

Grainger Market, 9am to 5pm – 
Monday and Wednesday, 9am to 5.30pm – 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
Closed on bank holidays.

EVERY SUNDAY

Quayside Market, Quayside Road, every 
Sunday from 9.30am 

SATURDAY 11 JANUARY

Arts and Craft Market in the Grainger 
Market Arcade from 9am.

FIRST FRIDAY OF THE 
MONTH

Farmers Market, Grainger Street, first 
Friday of every month from 9.30am until 
2.30pm.

MUSIC 
THURSDAY 16 JANUARY

Cory Chisel & Tony Bengtsson 
– 8pm, £12, Live Theatre, Broad Chare, 
Quayside, Newcastle, www.live.org.uk

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY

City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra – 7.30pm, Sage Gateshead,  
St Mary’s Square, Gateshead,  
www.sagegateshead.com

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY

Reason Breeds Monsters – 7.30pm,  
Star and Shadow Cinema, Stepney Bank,  
www.starandshadow.org.uk

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY

Royal Northern Synfonia: A 
Night at the Opera – 7pm, from 
£10, Sage Gateshead, St Mary’s Square, 
Gateshead, www.sagegateshead.com

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY

Mogwai plus support from Aidan 
Moffat – 7.45pm, £23.50, Mill Volvo 
Tyne Theatre, Westgate Road, Newcastle,  
www.millvolvotynetheatre.co.uk

Dan Le Sac vs Scroobius Pip –  
7pm, £12.50, 02 Academy, Westgate  
Road, Newcastle,  
www.o2academynewcastle.co.uk

Final Year Music Student Interim 
Recitals – from 11am, free admission, 
Recital Room, Armstrong Building,  
Newcastle University, Newcastle,  
www.ncl.ac.uk

THURSDAY 23 JANUARY 

Final Year Music Student Interim 
Recitals – 10.30am, 2.15pm and  
6pm (band room), free admission,  
Recital Room, Armstrong Building,  
Newcastle University, Newcastle,  
www.ncl.ac.uk
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FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 

Annabel Pattinson – 9pm, Nancy’s 
Bordello, free entry. 13 Argyle St, 
Newcastle, 0191 260 2929

The Baboons – 8pm, £5 (all proceeds  
to Percy Hedley Foundation), The  
Cluny, Lime Street, Newcastle,  
www.thecluny.com

City and Colour – 6.30pm, £25,  
02 Academy, Westgate Road, Newcastle,  
www.o2academynewcastle.co.uk

Final Year Music Student Interim 
Recitals – from 1.20pm, free admission, 
Recital Room, Armstrong Building,  
Newcastle University, Newcastle,  
www.ncl.ac.uk

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 

SoundWave Music Competition:  
The Final – 6pm, £6.50, 02 Academy, 
Westgate Road, Newcastle,  
www.o2academynewcastle.co.uk

From player to podium: Lars Vogt 
– 7.30pm, from £10, Sage Gateshead, St 
Mary’s Square, Gateshead,  
www.sagegateshead.com

Lucy Kaplansky – 8pm, £16.50, 
Sage Gateshead, St Mary’s Square, 
Gateshead, www.sagegateshead.com

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 

Del Amitri: The A to Z of US 
– 7.30pm, from £37, City Hall, 
Northumberland Road, Newcastle,  
www.newcastlecityhall.org.uk

Van Baerle Trio – 2pm, £11, Sage 
Gateshead, St Mary’s Square, Gateshead, 
www.sagegateshead.com

MONDAY 27 JANUARY 

Linda Ortega with support from 
Tom Hickox – 8pm, £10, The  
Cluny – Lime Street, Newcastle,  
www.thecluny.com

Mayday Parade – 7pm, £13.50,  
02 Academy, Westgate Road, Newcastle,  
www.o2academynewcastle.co.uk

TUESDAY 28 JANUARY 

The Nth Degree. A showcase of 
student musicians in partnership with  
the University of Sunderland – 7pm, 
£8.50, Sage Gateshead, St Mary’s  
Square, Gateshead,  
www.sagegateshead.com

Lloyd Cole & The Leopards 
– 7.30pm, £19.50, Sage Gateshead,  
St Mary’s Square, Gateshead,  
www.sagegateshead.com

 

WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 

James Arthur – 7.30pm,  
from £29.50, City Hall, 
Northumberland Road, Newcastle,  
www.newcastlecityhall.org.

SPORT
ESH GROUP EAGLES 
NEWCASTLE 
BOX OFFICE: 0191 245 3880
www.newcastle-eagles.com

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY

Cheshire Phoenix, Championship, 
tip-off: 7.30pm. 

FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 

Plymouth University Raiders, 
Championship, tip-off: 7.30pm

NEWCASTLE FALCONS 
BOX OFFICE: 0871 226 6060

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 

Bucharest Wolves, Amlin Challenge 
Cup, kick-off: 7.30pm

STAGE
THE SECOND AND LAST 
SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 

Open Stage: Alphabetti Spaghetti 
Theatre opens the small stage in The 
Dog & Parrot for an intimate evening 
of performance from creatives and 
artists alike. The emphasis is to give  
a platform for new, original 
performance - whether it’s music, 
theatre, comedy, dance, spoken word, 
mime -  performers are given the 
stage to test out new work in front  
of a live audience. It’s a really  
intimate, friendly atmosphere where 
performers can try out their work  
and receive feedback for it over a  
few drinks. The Dog & Parrot, 52  
Clayton Street West, Newcastle.  
www.alphabettispaghettitheatre.co.uk

15-16 JANUARY 

Peter Pan - The Never Ending 
Story: See the boy who never 
grows up in a live adventure you’ll 
never forget. Peter Pan, The Never 
Ending Story World Arena Tour is 
a high-flying, hi-tech fantasy 
adventure that combines the  
drama and excitement of live 
theatre with the epic visuals of a 
blockbuster movie. Pinch yourself 
as you watch Peter Pan fly high 
above the stage without wires –  
a world first in theatre! Marvel at 
the spectacular scenery, brought  
to life by state-of-the-art digital 
imaging – Neverland like never 
before. Tickets costing from  
£20.00 for Adults and £18.00 for 
Children are available online, from  
the booking hotline number  
0844 493 6666 and in person at  
the Metro Radio Arena Box Office. 
www.metroradioarena.co.uk

UNTIL 18 JANUARY 

Jack and the Beanstalk: Theatre 
Royal favourites Clive Webb  

(Farmer Trot), Danny Adams (Jack) 
and Chris Hayward (Dame Rita  
Trot) return in another unmissable 
show packed with an abundance  
of laughter, spectacular sets and 
stunning costumes! Oh - and some 
very magical beans!Produced by  
Qdos Entertainment, the world’s 
largest pantomime producer, Jack  
and the Beanstalk - The Giant 
Pantomime Spectacular will be  
staged by the same team that has 
presented the last eight record-
breaking pantomimes at Newcastle 
Theatre Royal. Get ready for  
another supersized magic adventure, 
with amazing 3D special effects  
that promises pure panto gold! 
Theatre Royal, 100 Grey Street.  
www.theatreroyal.co.uk

 

21 TO 25 JANUARY

Barry Humphries’ Farewell Tour: 
Fresh from a show stealing turn at 
the Royal Variety performance, 
Dame Edna, Sir Les Patterson and 
friends are coming to Theatre 
Royal for one hilarious week only. 
Theatre Royal, 100 Grey Street.  
www.theatreroyal.co.uk.

THURSDAY 23 JANUARY 

Live Screenplays - Harold  
Larwood: In 1998 a selection of  
Lee Hall’s work for film, television  
and radio were read exclusively for 
Live Theatre audiences. They  
included Dancer which went on to 
become the Oscar nominated film 
Billy Elliot. Now Lee Hall returns to 
Live Theatre to share readings of  
five new screenplays which are 
currently under development. Be  
the first to hear Lee Hall’s take on  
the astonishing true stories of five 
eclectic characters of the 20th century 
and beyond. Join Live Theatre’s  
artistic director Max Roberts after 
each event as he hosts a discussion 
with writer Lee Hall (The Pitmen 
Painters, Cooking with Elvis) with  

the chance to pose your questions 
about what you have just seen.  
Harold Larwood by Lee Hall &  
Simon Beaufoy is the extraordinary 
story of ex-miner Larwood who 
becomes the world’s fastest bowler 
only to fall foul of the British 
Establishment during the Bodyline 
Test series. 7.30pm, from £10, Live 
Theatre, Broad Chare, Quayside,  
Newcastle, www.live.org.uk

FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 

Live Screenplays – Down and out in 
Paris and London: One of five events 
showcasing new work by Lee Hall  
(see previous day’s listing). A screen 
adaptation of Orwell’s first book 
which charts his emergence as a  
writer as the Eton scholar roughs 
 it as Europe suffers the ‘Crash’. 
7.30pm, from £10, Live Theatre,  
Broad Chare, Quayside, Newcastle,  
www.live.org.uk

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 

Last Man Standing – a dance 
performance driven by “unparalleled 
energy and athleticism”, performed by 
world class dancers. James Wilton’s 
work draws on martial arts, 
breakdancing and capoeira to create 
raw, earthy and ground-breaking 
performance. Dance City, Temple Street, 
Newcastle, www.dancecity.co.uk

29 JANUARY TO 1 
FEBRUARY 

Scottish Ballet presents Hansel  
& Gretel: Unwrap a tasty new 
winter treat with the world 
premiere of Christopher 
Hampson’s fantastical Hansel & 
Gretel. Meet Hansel, Gretel and a 
bewitching ballerina who is not at 
all as she seems. Deliciously surreal, 
mouth-wateringly inventive and 
with more than a sprinkle of 
festive magic – do you dare to go 
down to the woods this winter  
on an enchanted journey with 
Scotland’s national dance 
company? Theatre Royal, 100 Grey 
Street. www.theatreroyal.co.uk

TALKS/
WORKSHOPS

EVERY TUESDAY, 
WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

Free Guided Tours. The Tyneside 
Cinema was originally built as 
Newcastle’s News Theatre in 1937 
and today it’s the only purpose-built 
newsreel theatre in the UK still 
operating as a cinema. If you want to 
find out more about the history of 
the Tyneside Cinema and newsreel 
theatres, come and have a look 
around our fascinating building. 
11.15am, Free Entry. Tyneside Cinema 
Pilgrim Street, Newcastle. Check online 
for extra dates during Christmas break. 
No tours on Christmas Eve or Christmas 
Day. www.tynesidecinema.co.uk

EVERY THURSDAY

Film Club. Every Thursday at 3pm the 
Film Club meets in the Tyneside Bar, 
giving people the chance to talk about 
the same film and have a drink and a 
catch up too. The club’s open for 
anybody and participants decide which 
film out of our current programme they 
all should see the Thursday before. 
Tyneside Cinema Pilgrim Street, Newcastle. 
Check online for Christmas opening times. 
www.tynesidecinema.co.uk

FROM 15 JANUARY 

Art classes for adults. A new series 
inspired by the exhibitions at the 
Laing Art Gallery. New Bridge Street, 
Newcastle. www.laingartgallery.org.uk.
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Were your 2014 resolutions 
broken in record time? Maybe it 
was the first sight of Marks & 
Spencer food porn that had you 
gorging on chocolate once 
more. Or perhaps the mere sniff 
of smoke got you chugging on 
the danger sticks again. But as 
a cheesy self-help guru no 
doubt said in some paperback 
or another, new starts can 
happen on any day so don’t be 
despondent. However, if you 
really need a date to bring in 
the ‘new you’, why not choose 
the start of the Chinese New 
Year at the end of the month? 
It’s the year of the horse this 
year so there are neigh excuses 
for failure!

getintonewcastle.co.uk
For more visit

NEXT ISSUE IS OUT 
29 JAN 2013

LAST WORD...

15 JANUARY TO 19 MARCH

Sing Together Rossini’s Petite Messe 
Solenelle. An opportunity for anyone 
who enjoys singing to rehearse for a 
performance of Rossini’s Petit Messe 
Solennelle. Full of great tunes and 
described by the composer as ‘the last of 
my péchés de vieillesse’ (sins of old age): 
rehearsals take place every Wednesday 
ahead of a public performance on 21 
March. The Sage Gateshead, Gateshead 
Quays, Gateshead. www.sagegateshead.com

WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY

Lit Pop Book Group. Love music? 
Love books? Then get together with 
like-minded people to share your passion 
for great music and writing. City Library, 
Charles Avison Building, 33 New Bridge 
Street West, Newcastle. www.community.
newcastle.gov.uk/libraries

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY

Tracing your criminal ancestor: A 
basic introduction to the darker side of 
family history, looking at tracing criminal 
ancestors using local and national records 
and newspaper reports. Free, 2pm, room 7, 
level 6, City Library, Newcastle,  
www.community.newcastle.gov.uk/libraries

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Lecture. In the immediate aftermath 
of World War II, thousands of 
survivor testimonies were taken in 
order to document the fate of the 
Jews under the Nazis as told by the 
victims. These early testimonies 
mostly ended up in archives; many 
remained unpublished and 
untranslated. This talk focuses on the 
efforts undertaken by David Boder, 
who in 1946 initiated the first oral 
history project with survivors, to 
translate and transmit these 
testimonies to a distant English-
speaking audience. 6pm, free, Bewick 
Hall, City Library, Newcastle,  
www.community.newcastle.gov.uk/libraries

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY 

Pioneering British women doctors 
in India – a Newcastle University 
lecture. 5pm, free, call 0191 277 4100 to 

book your place. City Library, Newcastle, 
www.community.newcastle.gov.uk/libraries

FROM 24 JANUARY

The Changing Face of the North 
East. A 10-week course exploring how 
Newcastle and the North East have 
changed over the Twentieth Century, 
with themes including war time austerity, 
fashion, and crime and punishment. £58, 
Discovery Museum, Blandford Square, 
Newcastle. www.twmuseums.org.uk

MONDAY 27 JANUARY 

The Short Story and the First World 
War – a free lecture from Ann-Marie 
Einhaus. Email library@litandphil.org.uk 
or call 0191 232 0192 to reserve your 
place. The Lit & Phil, Westgate Road, 
Newcastle. www.litandphil.org

 ONE-OFF EVENTS
THURSDAY 16 JANUARY

Murder Mystery: The Virtuous 
Sweets. Celebrity chef, and former 
RSC star, Leonard de Vries will be 
signing copies of his new book. That is, if 
his enemies don’t catch up with him 
first…This is an opportunity for you to 
interrogate the suspects, solve the murder 
and ensure the killer gets his just desserts 
in this interactive murder mystery play. 
6pm, £2.50, subject to availability,  
City Library, Newcastle, www.community.
newcastle.gov.uk/libraries

 

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY

Lady Koo’s Big Chocolate Night. 
Featuring the screening of the movie 
Chocolat followed by a cabaret set 
from Lady Koo and the Kooky 
Kitchen who serve up a feast of 
music from the 20’s and 30’s with a 
side dish of special Lady Koo 
chocolate cakes and chocolate 
cocktails! 7.30pm, from £5, The Star 
and Shadow Cinema, Stepney Bank, 
Newcastle, www.starandshadow.org.uk

Register to receive our weekly free email  
update at www.luxe-magazine.co.uk/theweekend

SIGN UP 
NOWWorth  

getting out 
of bed for...
Our FREE weekend must-read guide is packed 
with great things to do with your downtime 

WEEKENDING
TIME-OUT

AWAY FROM IT ALL
BOOK IT NOW

STROLL

FEAST - EAT OUT
FEAST - STAY IN
BIT OF CHAT

FRIDAY 24 JANUARY

Burns Night Eve event. An evening  
of folk, film and song at The Star and 
Shadow Cinema. A screening of the 
comedy:  Whisky Galore starring Joan 
Greenwood and James Robertson Justice 
is followed by a night of song from some 
of the best acoustic performers on 
Tyneside.  The music will be 
accompanied by drams and a big pot of 
neep soup. The Star and Shadow Cinema, 
Stepney Bank, www.starandshadow.org.uk

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY

Folkworks: Burns Night Supper.  
A traditional Burns Supper evening, 
celebrating the work of the revered 
Scottish poet. Highland bagpipes will 
herald the haggis with traditional 
music throughout the evening, and 
dancing to complete the night! Enjoy 
a three course meal with a glass of 
whisky in banqueting style seating. 
7pm, £35, bookings close on 21 
January. The Sage Gateshead,  
Gateshead Quays, Gateshead.  
www.sagegateshead.com




